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SPANGENBERG'S NOTES OP TRAVEL TO ONONDAGA 

IN 1745. 

CONTRIBUTED BY JOHN W. JOBDAN. 
(Continued from page 432, Vol. II.) 

June 9. Conrad Weiser sent the Onondaga warrior, who 
has been travelling with us thus far, ahead, to inform the 
Council of our coming. "We gave him flint, steel, knife, and 
provisions for the journey. Last night our horses strayed 
back to Otstonwaken, hence we were compelled to lay by until 
noon. After dinner we resumed our journey, and entered the 
wilderness. Our course was K". Our path lay through the 
valley between the " Ant Hills," 1 one hill resembling another 
side by side, and so high that we could scarcely see to the 
summit. They are all peaked, and resemble Ant Hills. In 
the evening we lodged at the " Coffee House," 2 on Diadachton 
Creek. 

June 10. It rained hard all day. Our course was 1ST. for ten 
miles, then we turned N". E. We are still between the Ant 
Hills, and follow the Diadachton. The forest is so dense, that 
for a day the sun could not be seen, and so thick that you 
could not see twenty feet before. The path, too, is so bad 
that the horses often were stuck, and had to be extricated 
from the bogs ; and, at other points, it lay full of trees, that 
had been blown down by the wind, and heaped so high that 
we were at a loss whether to turn to the right or to the left. 3 
In the evening we came to a salt-lick, where elks frequent, and 
camped for the night. 1 At this place once three Indians lost 
their lives. Two of the Six Nations had two Flatheads priso- 

1 Dismal Vale, marked on Lewis Evans's map of 1749. Burnet's Hills. 

2 So named by Bishop Spangenberg. 

3 Weiser in his journal of 1737 states : " The woods were altogether of 
the kind called by the English spruce, and so thick that we could not gene- 
rally see the sun shine." 

4 Probably in Lewis Township, Lycoming County. 
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ners, whom they were taking to Onondaga. As their priso- 
ners had deported themselves quietly, they were no longer 
bound. While the Maguas were preparing their meal, their 
prisoners seized their guns, and killed one on the spot. The 
other was chased among the trees and killed, not, however, 
before he had mortally wounded one of his prisoners with his 
tomahawk. The other escaped. The marks of the toma- 
hawk cuts are still to be seen on the trees. 

Our guides, Shikellmy, and his son, and Andrew Sattelihu 
saw fit to give us Magua names, as they said ours were too 
difficult for them to pronounce. Bro. Spangenberg they 
named T'gerhitonti (i. e., a row of trees); John Joseph, Hajin- 
gonis (i. e., one who twists tobacco); and David Zeisberger, Ga- 
nonsseracheri (i. e.,on the pumpkin). Observations: At the salt- 
lick we found the tracks of Elks, who came there to lick the 
salt. The Elk is a species of deer, like horses without a 
mane. 

June 11. Set off from the salt-lick, and travelled H". E. ; 
reached the end of the Diadachton, and left the Ant Hills be- 
hind us. 1 The path was very bad, so that one of our horses 
almost broke his leg, by getting into a hole between the roots 
of a tree. In the afternoon we found a cold roast of bear, 
which Indians had left on the hunt. As the meat was good 
we prepared it for dinner. In the evening we came to the 
" Bear's Claws" and camped. 2 The Indians took the claws 
from the bear, and nailed them to a tree, hence the name. 
Here an Indian from Tioga lodged with us. From him we 
learned that our messenger was already one day journey 
ahead of us. 

June 12. Our course was K E. During the afternoon we 
left the wilderness, in which we were four days, and had 
scarce seen the sun. Even our horses were quite inspirited 
once again to leave the woods. We crossed a creek called 
Osgdchgo, 3 and then came to the Forth Branch of the Susque- 

1 Probably in Mclntire Township, Lycoming County. 
1 Probably in Leroy Township, Bradford County. 
5 Wciser calls it Oscahu, i. e. the fierce. Now Sugar Creek, an affluent 
of the North Branch, above Towanda, in Bradford County. 
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hanna. Here we found the trees curiously painted by the 
Indians, representing their wars, the number that had fallen 
in battle, and the number they had killed. From this point 
our course was N.W. We went up the Susquehanna to Tioga, 
by the narrow path on the mountain by the river. 1 Crossed 
the branch that is called Tioga, 2 and here empties into the 
Susquehanna. Here we found a Mohican town. We proposed 
to pitch our tent near by, but the Indians came and urged us 
to lodge with them, as they had prepared a house and beds 
for us. We accepted their invitation with many thanks. 
This spot is about 180 miles from Shamokin, and in a charm- 
ing region of country. 

June 13. Our course was again E". E. We kept up along 
the Susquehanna, and nooned about fifteen miles above Tioga, 
on the river bank. We hobbled our horses, and led them to 
pasture. One of them got into the river beyond his depth, 
and being hobbled could not swim, consequently was drowned. 
We hurried to his rescue, but could not find a canoe in time 
to save him. Hence this place was called " Gashnecariorurn" 
i. e., " (he dear spring."* 

June 14. Set off from the " Dear Spring," and passed three 
islands, which we called John Penn, Thomas Penn, and 
Richard Penn. In the afternoon we came to a stream called 
Owego, which empties into the Susquehanna. There is an 
old Indian settlement here, 4 which was deserted last spring. 
We left the river to our right, and proceeded up the stream. 
Here and there in the woods, we found posts set up, painted 
red, around which the Indians had danced ; and others, at the 
feet of which there were holes, where they tie their prisoners 

1 Break Neck Narrows. 

2 Now called the Chemung. Heckewelder states, " that Tioga is corrupted 
from Tia6ga, an Iroquois word, signifying a gate. This name was given by 
the Six Nations to the wedge of land lying within the forks of the Tioga 
(or Chemung) and North Branch — in passing which streams the traveller 
entered their territory as through a gate. The country south of the forks 
was Delaware Country." 

8 In Tioga Township, Tioga County, New York. 
4 Near the site of the present village of Owego. 
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when they return from a maraud — fixing their feet into the 
holes so they cannot escape. "We encamped to-night on the 
banks of a creek called the Tiatachschiunge, 1 which empties 
into the Owego. In the forenoon our course was K". E., and 
in the afternoon K". "W". 

June 15. Followed the Tiatachschiunge Creek. Our course 
was N". W. After dinner we left the creek, 2 and crossed an- 
other called Ganowtachgerage. 3 Hence we crossed Prospect 
Hill.' 1 At the foot of the hill we crossed a creek, 5 which runs 
into the St. Lawrence. 6 Camped in the "Dry "Wilderness," 7 
where we had but little water. 

June 16. To-day our course was E. "N. E. Early in the 
morning we passed the first lake, which is called Ganiataraga- 
chrachat, 8 and also five others, 9 which empty into the Susque- 
hanna. IsTooned at Lake Ganneratareske. 10 Journeyed fur- 
ther, and came at night to the large lake, Oserigooch, 11 where 
we encamped. 

June 17. Our horses strayed back in pasture to Lake Gan- 
neratareske, hence we were compelled to lay by until near 
noon. The road was worse to-day than we have had before 
on the whole trip. Soon after starting we got the first Onon- 
daga water to drink, which tastes salty. 12 Our course was 
E". "W. After dinner we reached Onondaga, 13 where we were 

1 Cattatong Creek, probably in Candor Township, Tioga County. 

8 Probably a few miles above Candor. 

8 West Creek, probably in Richford Township, Tioga County. 

4 In Harford Township, Cortland County. 

6 Virgil Creek, in Virgil Township. 

6 Virgil Creek is a tributary of Falls Creek, the main inlet of Cayuga Lake. 

7 In Virgil and Cortlandville Townships. 

8 In Courtlandville Township, probably now known as Crandall's Pond. 

9 One is called Swains, and another Chatterdens. 

10 Big Lake in Preble Township. 

» In Tully Township, Onondaga County. All these lakes noted are on 
the headwaters of the Tioughnioga River. 

12 Weiser, in his journal of 1737, states : " I went with my host and an- 
other old friend to see a salt spring, of which there are great numbers, so 
that a person cannot drink of every stream, on account of the salt water. 
The Indians boil handsome salt for use." 

13 Onondaga, at this date, was situated on both sides of Onondaga Creek 
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heartily and courteously received, and invited into the King's 
house, which we accepted. 1 

June 19. In the evening, the Indians paraded through the 
town to the music of a couple of violins, flutes, and a drum ; 
and also around the house where we lodged. 

June 20. Bro. Spangenherg bled our host. There came, 
also, many sick, and asked for medicine, which he gave them, 
and the use of which the Lord blessed. Conrad Weiser in- 
formed the Council of the object of his visit, and laid his 
propositions before them. 2 Having done this, the Indians 
placed a kettle of boiled corn before him and his companions, 
and what was left they ate. The Council then retired into 
another house, where they counselled until in the evening. 
Then the Black Prince 3 came and informed Conrad, that as it 
was so late, the reply of the Council would be given to-morrow. 
The Indians to-night had a dance in our house. One beat a 
drum, and about twenty danced around the fire. The leader 
was distinguished by having rattles hanging to his legs. All 
yelled savagely, and, after having danced a quarter of an 
hour, the sweat ran down as if water had been poured over 
them. The dance lasted three hours, and it appeared impos- 
sible for them to hold out so long. The men dance abreast, 
and the women follow, and whoever can appear the most gro- 
tesque, and leap the highest, receive the most praise. Obser- 

(Zinochsa), and was two or three miles in length. It consisted of about 
forty cabins (many of them containing two or more families), but generally 
standing single, rarely more than four or five were near each other. The 
Council House was about five miles from Onondaga Lake. 

1 Probably Cannassatego, alias " The Word ;" Sachem of the Onondagas. 
His name figures in all the principal transactions of the Six Nations from 
1734 to 1750. Died September 6, 1750. 

2 See Colonial Kecords, vol. iv. p. 778. 

* Loskiel states, " that Tocanontie, an Iroquois Sachem, was called the 
' Black Prince,' because his chest was literally black with a network of de- 
vices and designs, tatooed into the skin with gunpowder." Zinzendorf in 
his narrative of a " Journey from Bethlehem to Shamokin," in September, 
1742, also states: "The Black Prince of Onondaga is a terrible savage. 
On one occasion he broke into the stockaded castle of the enemy, scalped 
the inhabitants, and escaped unhurt." He died in the jail at Montreal. 
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vations: Our new host's name is Aschanchtioni ; the chief men 
are Cannassatego, the Black Prince, and Caxhayn. 1 

June 21. Bro. Spangenberg bled two Indians. The Council 
again met, but owing to the absence of some of the chiefs, 
Conrad's propositions were only partly acted upon. They 
suggested that they be deferred until Spring, when all the 
chiefs will meet in Philadelphia at the Treaty. Their war- 
riors, nevertheless, would be instructed to discontinue hostili- 
ties, and the Governor of Canada informed that the Shawa- 
nese had been unfaithful to Brother Onas, and that he had, 
therefore, struck them on the head with a hatchet. After 
this a kettle of food was placed before Conrad and his com- 
panions. The Black Prince invited the whole Council and us 
to a feast. On this occasion they returned the strings of 
wampum to Conrad Weiser which he had sent from the 
" Limping Messenger" to announce our advent. In the even- 
ing the Indians again had a dance of three hours. 

June 22. Bro. Spangenberg bled an Indian, and then with 
Coni-ad Weiser, Shikellmy, and Andrew Sattelihu set out for 
Oswego. 2 Bro. John Joseph accompanied them to the lake 
(Onondaga), to bring back the horses. Six bark-canoe loads 
of Indians went along. 

June 27. Bro. Spangenberg returned from Oswego. "While 
yet far out upon the lake, Cannassatego spied them, built a 
fire, and prepared food. When Bro. Spangenberg landed, he 
requested him to bleed him. 

June 28. Made preparations for our return journey to-day. 

June 29. Began our return journey. Our first halt was 
made at Tiatachtont, 3 where Bro. Spangenberg bled Cannassa- 
tego's brother, and conversed with the young Indian Bro. 
Zinzendorf found sick at Wyoming, and recommended to 

1 Caxhayton, counsellor of Cannassatego, came to Philadelphia in February 
of 1742 to announce the intention of the Six Nations to meet the Governor 
in conference there in the course of the following summer. During his 
sojourn of two weeks, he lodged at the Moravian parsonage with his wife and 
children, and there made the acquaintance of Zinzendorf. Died in the 
autumn of 1749. 

8 At the mouth of the Oswego River, on Lake Ontario. 

» Near the northwestern line of Lafayette Township, Onondaga County. 
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our notice. Here, also, we parted with Conrad "Weiser and 
Andrew Sattelihu, who travel by the path to the left, while 
we, with Shikellmy and his son, go to the right. At noon it 
began to rain in torrents, and we were soon wet to the skin. 
"We left the large Lake Osterigooch to the right, and by night 
reached Lake Gannenatareske, where we encamped. Our 
course was S. 

June 30. The rain continuing, we kept our tent until noon. 
Then our course was S.W. for twelve miles, and then E. until 
near night. Passed Lake Ganiateragacbraetont, and came to 
the Dry "Wilderness, where we encamped. 

July 1. Set out early to-day. Our course for one hour was 
S. E., and then S. until noon. Crossed the creek that flows 
into Canada, and came to Prospect Hill, at the base of which 
runs the Ganontachorage, which we crossed. At noon we 
reached the Tiatachtschumge Creek, where we rested. Bro. 
Joseph, who has been sick all day, took drops to sweat. After 
dinner we travelled S. S. E.,and at evening encamped on the 
last-named creek. "While Bro. Joseph and a Catawba were 
cutting down a rotten tree, with which to make a smoke to 
protect ourselves against the gnats, Shikellmy came on the 
other side, and narrowly escaped receiving Bro. Joseph's axe 
in his body. 

July 2. Our course was S. S. E. until 3 o'clock, and S. "W. 
until evening. At noon we reached Owego, the site of the 
old Indian town. Passed the three islands in the North 
Branch, and came to the " Dear Spring," where we lost our 
horse, and encamped for the night. In the evening, two 
canoes filled with Indian women from Tioga, came up to hunt 
for wild beans. Bro. Spangenberg cut his foot while gather- 
ing brush. 

July 3. To Tioga, which we reached at noon, our course 
was S. "W. Here the Indians supplied us with some provi- 
sions, but not sufficient for our journey — they had but little 
to spare. Below Tioga we took the narrow path along the 
Susquehanna. Towards evening we left the river to our left, 
and at night camped on the Osgdchgo. It rained hard all 
night. 
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July 4. Our course was S. until noon. Passed the " Bear's 
Claws," and camped at the "Cold Roast." 1 

July 5. At noon we came to the salt-lick whence the Dia- 
dachton Creek issues. Towards night we found two old In- 
dian lodges, which we entered, as it was raining hard. Our 
course until 10 o'clock was S. W., then W. until 12 o'clock, 
and afterwards S. W. We are now between the " Ant Hills." 

July 6. Our course from 4 to 7 A. M. was S., then S. W. 
till 9, then W. until noon. The Lord preserved us to-day 
from two accidents. Early this morning, while riding along 
the Diadachton Creek, Bro. Zeisberger fell with his horse 
into the water, and struck his cheek on a stick he had in his 
hand. For some time he lay unconscious. A little further 
on lay a snake (a blower), as thick as the arm, in the middle 
of the path. Bro. Spangenberg, Shikellmy, and his son rode 
over it, and Bro. Zeisberger, who was leading his horse, 
walked over it without seeing it. Last came Bro. John 
Joseph — on him the snake turned, and attempted to bite him 
and his horse twice. After our noon halt our course was S., 
when we passed the "Coffee House," and left the hill country. 
Three bours before night we reached the "Limping Messen- 
ger," and the end of the wilderness, and thence S. "W". to Ots- 
tonwaken, where we lodged. As it had rained all day, we 
were wet to the skin, and as the Indians had neither fire nor 
wood, we went to bed wet, and arose next morning wet. For 
supper we had some fish, which had been caught during the 
afternoon, for the Indians had nothing to give us. We tra- 
velled 50 miles to-day. 

July 7. Leaving Otstonwaken, we came again to the West 
Branch ; passed the G-anachrirage, and rested at noon by the 
river. Our provisions were nearly exhausted. In this strait 
an old Indian joined us, undid his pack, and took out a smoked 
turkey, and told us to boil it — when we ate and were satisfied. 
In the afternoon passed the " Streiter Lage" (Warrior's Camp), 
and encamped by the river. For supper we cooked a handful 
of rice for seven persons, which the old Indian seeing, he got 

1 The place where the bear meat was found June 11th. 
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out some pieces of venison and put them in the kettle, and 
we had plenty. 

July 8. This morning passed the place where Shikellmy 
formerly lived, next the Shawanese town and creek, and at 
noon reached Shamokin. Bro. Spangenberg and Zeisberger 
immediately crossed over to the island to visit Andrew Satta- 
lihu's family, to deliver a message to his wife. On returning 
we found an Indian trader, from whom we purchased some 
flour. Continued on our journey, and at night reached 
" Marienborn." 

July 9. Eested part of the day at " Marienborn," as the horses 
were much fatigued. Later in the day, when in " Joseph's Val- 
ley," we were overtaken by a fearful hail-storm. Hurried 
on, and when on the mountain the sun broke forth, and a 
beautiful rainbow spanned the valley back of us. Passed 
" Cool Bank," on the Susquehanna, and encamped on the Me- 
chana Creek. 

July 10. During the morning passed " Jacob's Heights," and 
came to the " Double Eagle." Here we found encamped a 
family of Indians, who on learning from whence we had come, 
said we must be tired; and the man said to his wife, "give 
them some spits full of venison." In return Bro. Spangenberg 
gave them knives and thimbles. Nooned at " Benigna's Creek," 
and at nightfall came to the "Thurnstein." As we were lead- 
ing our horses down, Bro. Spangenberg, who was in advance, 
heard the rattle of a rattlesnake, and called to us to come 
kill it, but it could not be found. Encamped at the base of 
the "Thurnstein," on the Swatara. 

July 11. Our course was S. E. We early entered "Anton's 
Wilderness," thence over the Kittatiny Mountain, and nooned 
on the Little Swatara. 1 From thence we proceeded to Chris- 
topher Weiser's. 

1 Bethel Township, Berks County. 



